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TBI EIGHT HOUR LAW.
Mr. Bmdin, (rep.) of Mass., presented a petition

of the International Grand Lodge of the Knight* of
0t Crispin protesting In the name of 100,000 shoe¬
makers against the repeal of tlie Eight Hour law.
Mr. Thurman, (dem.) of Ohio, from the Commit¬

tee on Privileges and Elections, reported a resolu¬
tion providing that the pay of Senator Ransom, of
North Carolina, shall commence Maroh 4 1871.

THB CONPBRKNCB TARIFF RETORT.
Mr. Bhbrvan, (rep.) of Ohio, called up the con¬

ference report on the Tariff bUl, and stated that the
aggregate redaction made by the bUl as agreed
upon was $03,000,000.
Mr. Thurman said the bill was not what he de¬

sired, bat it seemed to be the best we could get
now. and, therefore, ho would vote for the report.
Mr. Scott, (rep.) of Pa., believed that the ten per

cent reduction was a mistake, but as tko bill iiad
been discussed In both houses and had gone to a
conference committee the was disposed to accept
this report as an earnest of stability, and lu the
hope that Congress would not be again called upon
to consider the question either reducing or raising
duties for years to como.

Mr. Alcorn, (rep.) of Miss., complained that the
bill was unJuRt to the people of the South In the
duties Imposed on cotton bagging and quinine.
Mr. Conklinq, (rep.) of N.Y., criticised the re¬

port for its omissions.
Mr. Sumnrk Bald he would vote for the bill be¬

cause it was the best, If not the only taiW bill, that
could be had at this time, and because It was a
¦ten In the redaction of taxation.
Tne report was concurred In.

THB CUSTOM HOUSE REPORT.
Mr. Howe (rep.), of Wis., submitted the minority

report of the Committee of Investigation and Re¬
trenchment on the New York Custom House.
Mr. Bayard (dem,), of Del., submitted a state¬

ment signed by himself and Mr. Casserly, an the
minority of the committee, stating that the major¬
ity report had been made unexpectedly to them,
And before ail the testimony on the subject had been
published, and asking that In view of this fact the
minority be allowed to present their views during
the rccess, and that there would bo published us
many copies of their report as of the majority
report.Mr. Howb said the difficulties of dealing with so
large a mass of testimony and preparing a report
within so short a time had been as gieat for the
majority as for the minority, and he understood
that all the members of tho committee had been
notified as early as Wednesday or Thursday of last
week that the report was to be made.
Messrs. Bataro and Casskrly (dem.) , of Cal.,

.aid they had not heard of tbo report until Satur¬
day morning, wheu it was read in committee.
Mr. Buckingham, (re».) of Conn., said he was

willing that the minority should have a reasonable
time, if there could be an understanding that the
printing of the majority report should not be de¬
layed thereby.
Mr. Edmunds, (rep.) of Vt., objected to grnnting

the request of the minority, upon the ground that it
would make their report a mere review of the re¬
port of the majority, and alse because it was im¬
proper to allow the filing of the report of a commit¬
tee at a time when the Senate would not be In ses¬
sion to deolde whether it was a document fit to be
received.
Mr. Buckingham said he was willing that an

order should be entcrod that the minority should
have until the 25th of June to file their report.
Mr. Edmunds moved to amend so as to requirethem to report during the present session.
Mr. Thurman.That is simply a refusal.
Mr. Edmunds.Verv well ; let It be a refusal.
Mr. Bayard said that the preparation of the re¬

port would necessitate the reading over of some
two thousand closely printed pages of testimonybesides the other labor, and as his

BYBSIGHT WAS A GOOD DEAL BROKEN DOWN,
he wished to have a lew days' rest before beginning
the work. However, if the majority of the Senate
choose to refuse the request of the minority of the
committee of course they could do so.
Mr. Edmunds said he would be happy to accom¬

modate the Senator from Delaware In any legiti¬
mate way, but he could not consent to do it by
sacrificing a principle.
Mr. Pratt (rep.) of Ind., said that six or seven

weeks had passed since the last testimony was
taken by the committee, and asked whether the
minority had not had ns good an opportunity as the
majority to prepare their report since that time.
Mr. Thurman asked how there could be a major¬

ity or a minority of the committee until the report
was read and assented to by a majority. When the
report was read to the committee and assented to
by the majority it then became the majority report,
and In the nature of things the minority report
being based upon dissent from the report of the ma¬
jority, could not be prepared until the views of the
majority were known.

After An ther discussion, without acting on the
proposition, the Senate, on motion of Mr. Prelims
huysen, (rep.) of N. J., took up the bill to prevent

CRUEI.TY TO ANIMALS IN TRANSITU.
Messrs. Casserly andTHUitMAN argued against

some of its provisions as unconstitutional, and Mr.
Thurman moved to postpone Us consideration until
December. Lost.
Mr. Casserly offered an amendment providing

that the act shall not take effect for one year alter
its passage, and that it shall not take effect in any
State having sufficient legal provisions for tho pr¬
evention of crueltv to animals within the meaning
of the act.
Senators Stockton (dem.), of N. J., and Bayard

Mso argued that the bill was unconstitutional In
assuming for Congress a power which belongs to
the States.
Senator Casserly's amendment was rejected.
Senator Shkkman moved an amendment provid¬

ing that the bill shall take effect on the 1st of Oc¬
tober. Agreed to.

KAN AND BEAST.
Mr. Casserly offered an amendment designed to

compel railroad companies to provide better ac¬
commodations for Immigrants, and in advocating it
he described some of tho hardships and 111 treat¬
ment he had seen immigrants subjected to on tho
great railroad lines of the West. The amendment
was lost.yeas 16, nays 28,
The bill was passed, and the Senate then took a

recess until half-past seven P. M.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Washington, June 4, 1870.

Mr. Wilson, (rep.) of Ind., from the Com¬
mittee on the Judiciary, reported the bill providing
for United States District Courts at St. Joseph
and Springfield, Mo., and moved its passage. Re¬
jected.
Mr. Terry, (dom.) of Va., from the Committee on

Military Affairs, reported a bill to distribute to the
late insurrectionary States their quota of arms and
equipments for the years from 1802 to 1840. Passed.

THE FI8H CATCHERS' NATURAL ENEMIES.
Mr. Butler, (rep.) of Mass., presented reso¬

lutions of the New England Fishery Associa¬
tion opposing the course of the government, In re-
gerd to the Treaty of Washington, and urging the
Importance of pasBiug the necessary laws to carry
the Ashing clause of the treaty into effect. He re¬
marked that the members of the association were
the natural enemies of the fish catchers and fisher¬
men. Referred to tlie Committee on Foreign Re¬
lations.
A bill introduced by Mr. 8pcer, of Georgia, to

remove political disabilities was amended and
passed, so as to comprise the names of Lucius J.
Gartrell and Martin H. Crawford, of Georgia; David
Clapton, of Alabama, and Martiu L. Kimuicli, of
Missouri. ~ .

!T- TTTH SHUKER'9 TABLF.
The House then went to the business on the

Bponker's table, and disposed thereof as follows:.*'
The Senate amendments to the House bill for

fllliug vacancies in certain territorial otllces agreed
to.

T1TK TARIFF CONFFRFVCF REPORT.
A messago from tho Senate having announced

that that hodv had agreed to the conference reporton tho Tariff bill, tho report was presented to the
House by Mr. Dawes.
Tho report having been read, Mr. Dawes congrat¬ulated the House that this Important bill was in its

last stage. The report presented the gratifying¦pectacle of its being unanimous, and It had Justbeen adopted bv tho Senate without a division. He
did not flatter himself that tho bill would satisfyeverybody ; indeed, thero were some things in It withwhich he jras himself far from being satisfied. Thereductions effected by the bill In the tax and tariffrevenues were estimated at |43.60.^778. The reduc¬tions made by the Senate were On the free list$834,264 ; on other customs duties, $1,389,227, and on¦tamps, $7,400,000, making

AN AOORF.OATE REDUCTION OF f53,Ofi7,2fiOfor both houses. He went on to answer questionsput to lilm by various members. He informed Mr.uarfleld that books in foreign languages wero notput on the free list. Ho informed Mr. Beck andothers that tho tax on tobacco was uniform at 20ceuts a pound, and that that would go into effect
on the 1st of July, 1872. Ho regretted that the tax
on friction matches was restored. In rcplv to Mr.Kellogg, of Connecticut, ho said no had
no objection to having tho sense of tboHouse tested in regard to friction matr.bos la

m.Murar mil The estimated revenue from that tax
wasiiftOO oofc All the stamps in schedule B, exceptITffi w repealed, and all the stamps In
aSieduleO are retained/ together with the stamps

onMranBrTfC"»^ of Maaa., asked Mr. Dawes what
had become of the proposition to receive one-third
of the customs duties in greenbacks.
Mr Dawes replied that on Investigation of the

bearings ot that project on the currency of the
country it became evident that it would draw from
the Western country to the seaboard all of the
greenbacks and cause them to be hoarded up in
the banks of the cities, thus causing a stringency
lu the West and everywhere.
Mr. Mittijih.Where did you get that Information?
Mr. Dawks.I do not know. It came when we

looked Into it.
In reply to a question of Mr. Randall Mr. Dawes

said that the reduction which this bill would make
In the number of collectors and assessors of revenue
was /Tom two hundred and seventy to two hundred
and eighty.
Mr. Kerb, (dem.) of Ind., another member of the

Conference Committee, remarked that his views of
certain matters In the bill and his reasons for sign¬
ing the conference report were suiHcienily known
to render It unnecessary for him to enter Into an
explanation. On the whole, however, he

RKUABDKD Till BILL AS AN EXCELLENT ONE,
as compared with recent legislation on the same
subject. He expressed regret that the tax on fric¬
tion matches had to bo restored, and also that the
House provision in regard to copper had to be
yielded to the Senate.
Mr. Rellev, (rep.) of Pa., the third member of

the Conference Committee, gave the report his
commendation and support as a matter of compro¬
mise and yielding all gronuds.
Mr. Bhookb, (dem.) of N. Y., gave the report his

assent because, and only because, it made a reduc¬
tion of taxes. He said he had never seen a bill so in¬
geniously handled to prevent all discussion of lt»de-
talls. He ventured to say that when the bill passed
to-day there would not be twenty members who
comprehended it, and that Congress would soon
have to make alteration after alteration in the tariff
part of It. bo as to satisfy the demands of the coun¬
try. Still he congratulated the country on the re¬
duction of the taxation which this bill would effect.
That reduction would be some $63,000,000, and the
country would

DEMAND A YET FTOTHBR REDUCTION.
Mr. Dawes, at tho conclusion of the discussion,

said that he had some interesting figures which he
would have printed In the Globe, and which showed
that the reduction of taxation for the last two
years had been $86,000,000, which, with the
$&4,ooo,ooo reduction in this bill, would make
$110,000,000. The expenditures of 1871, when re¬
duced to a gold basis and to a pcace basis, were
only $0,600,000 more than In lSflo. The rate of ex¬
penditure per capita in 1880 was $1 06, In 1871
$1 70.
The conference report was then agreed to with¬

out a division, and the House, at forty minutes past
one o'clock, P. M., adjourned to meet on Friday
next.

HOOKER'S ATTACK ON HOWARD.

New York, June 3, 1872.
To tub Enrron op the Herald:.
The Herald of this morning contains, copied

from the San Francisco Chronicle, wliat purports to
bo a report of an interview with General Joseph
Hooker. As to General Hooker's opinion that
Grant "has got no more moral sense than a dog."
and that Sherman was "crazy," they are of a piece
with his wholo utterances respecting other
generals. In his testimony before the Committee
on the Conduct of the War he attributes the failure
of McClellan's campaign on the Peninsula to tho
incompetency of the commanding general, and of
Halleck he says, "If the General-in-Chief had been
in the rebel interest it would have been Impossible
for him to have added to the embarrassment he
caused me from the moment I took command of the
Army of the Potomac." The Galaxy lor May, 1871,coutalncd a paper by me on the campaigns of
General R. E. Lee, In whlchr of course, mention was
made of the affair at Chanceilorsvillc. I received
from General Hooker a note, of which the following1b the essential part
In that part of your article relating to myrelf I And

several inaccuracies. There are only one or two or them
that I care tor. You state that I declared that I fought
r.o battle at Chancellorsville. because I could not get my
men Into position. Will you have the goodness to Inform
me what authority you have tor making that statement f

J. HOOKUll Major UeneraL
To this direct Implication of falsification I re¬

plied:.
My authority for this statement Is to be found In tho

report of the Joint Committee ou the Conduct of the War.
1808, vol. I., p. 143, where the sworn testimony of Oeneral
Joseph Hooker reads as follows:."When I returned from
Chancellorsville I felt that I had fought no battle ; In fact.

I had more men than I could os«, and fought no generalbattle tor tho reason that I could not get my men into
position to do so." I think that you will not hereafter
(juration my authority for that statement You implvthat there are soveral other "Inaccuracies" besides thom
which you specify. If you will meutlon them I shall be
very glad to adduce my authorities.
To this General Hooker replied :.
On turning to your authority for your statement In the

May number of tho Galaxy I nm gfad to find it perfectlysatisfactory. I had not seen my testimony before the
Committee on the Conduct of tho War since I delivered It
until this morning. I need not pay that it had passedfrom my mind entirely. J. HOOKER, Major General.
General Hooker went on to except to one or two

other poiiits, closing, "But I will not mention at
this time the remaining exceptions to your article.
I may be wrong and you may be right. Life Is too
short to bo bothered with these matters." I re¬
plied. justifying my averments in the further pointsspecified, and renewing my offer to do the same In
relation to any others. Assuming the report of the
Chronicle to be correct, General Hooker's present
recollection of what took place at the council of
war before the final retreat from Chnnccllorsvitle
varies considerably from his recollection seven
years ago, when ho gave his testimony.He now says, "At the council of war
that was held Howard voted to stay; but
his opinion was good for nothing. He was sore and
wanted to retrieve himself." The evident implica¬
tion here is that Howard was the only commander
of a corps who was In favor of staying. But in
March, 1866, General Hooker testified under oath :.
"I callcd upon them Individually for their opinions.
General Meade stated that he was for an advance,
for the reason that he did not believe that we could
recross the river In the presence of the enemy.General Reynolds had thrown himself on a bed,being verv tired that night from hard work, and
had gone to sleep, saying before he did so that his
oplulon would be the same as General Meade's.
General Howard voted for an advance, assigningas a reason that ho felt as though the army had
been placed in the position In which It was by the
conduct of his corps, and he had to vote for an ad-
vanco under any circumstances. Ills opinion
was received for what It was worth. General
Couch was of the opinion that the army Bhould
recross the river." Thus, Instead of Howard beingthe only one In favor of "staying," three out of five
of the corps commanders, as sworn to by General
Hooker, were In favor of an advance. Hooker, in¬
deed, says that Meade's opinion, and, consequently,that of Reynolds, for an advance was based uponthe Impossibility of crossing the river in face of the
enemy. But he goes on to testify "Subsequently,
on learning that General Meade was saying that he
was unconditionally for an advance, and that he
wfshed the bridges had been carried away so as to
have prevented our return, I sent for him and asked
if he had made such a report. He told me that he
had." Meade then, at the request of Hooker, wroteto the other corps commanders, asking their recol¬
lection of what took place at tho council. Hooker
gives the replies of Howard, which he wished to bo
considered as a part of his own testimony. How¬
ard's impression was that Meade thought It best to
attack, but, after Hooker had given uls opinion,made no further objection.
General Hooker was. beyond all doubt, a thor¬

oughly brave man, and I nave given him everycredit for Ills good service. Nothing could have been
better than his reorganization ofthe armv when the
command devolved npon him: nothlug Better than
tho beginning of tbe affair at Chancellorsville; noth¬
ing better than his action at Lookout Mountain;nothing better, indeed, than his conduct after
Chaucellorsviile until he was superseded, thongh
he Is not warranted in claiming the real merit of
the battle of Gettysburg, for that action was a
chance encounter, neither Meade nor Lee anticipat¬ing until It was over that they would come in col¬
lision within a score of miles, if at all, or Gettys¬burg. Hooker Is a man of that high-strung, ner¬
vous temperament which Is physically Incapableof enduring pain. At Anttctam he received a
wonnd in the foot, and was borne Insensible from
the Held. At Chancellorsville ho was simplystunned by the falling or a plliar, a shock from
which most men would have rallied In two houre.
but which rendered him for days really Incapableof clear action. To this, most likely, la to be re¬
motely attributed his present condition. But a
man whose memory Is so <}cfective ought to be
cautious In rushing Into print.

A. H. GUERNSEY.

JUDGE HGGE300M AND THE ALLEGED CUSTOM
. -

... fl^U^ 4BU3ES,
To TtiR Editor op tor Herald:.
My attention haa Just been directed (for the first

time) to a communication over the signature of
"The Secretary" In your dally Issue of the 29th alt.
If all publlo service haa not become wholly dishon¬
orable the open administration of an office like
this for a period of two years should scoure It from
the malign influence of anonymous correspondents:
and I do not ask the uae of your columns to reply
to what is quite evident the real object or the
writer. But (while snggestlng that "fair play"
never maska Itself under disguises) lest any honest
Importer or home manufacturer might be misled by
the Innuendo of the communication, I desire to
assure the public, as well as thla correspondent,
that no Importation at an undervaluation of thirty-
three and one-third per cent, or any other under¬
valuation, can be sustained, and that this office will
promptly act upon any Information from any re¬
spectable sonrce. The publlo, however, haa a right
also to feel the assurance that this office, created
ror the protection of an honest commerce, ahall be
admlulstered efficiently as well as honestly, and
can neither be diverted from Its purpose of Im¬
partial justice by the Influence of dishonest Im¬
porters nor i>e deprived pf its duty of Judgment by
the clamor of rival Interests.

JOHN V. IIOOEPOOM,
Palled fcUiva Genera; ^obratacr.

THE CUSTOM BOUSE

Majority Report of the Senate In-
vestigating Committee.

Twenty-two Hundred Paget of Conflicting Evi¬
dence.The General Order Busineee.Leet and

Stocking Ae^nitted.Moieties and C«m-
promlaee.Bztra Pay.The Custom

Honae in Politiea-Beoom-
mendationa for a Reform.

Washington, June 4, 1873.
Senators Buckingham, Pratt, Howe and Stewart

to-day made a report from the Committee of Inves¬
tigation and Retrenchment, to which was referred
the examination into the Mew York Custom House
and other subjects.
In New York and Washington

ONB HUNDRED AND K1KTY WITNE88ES
were examined. The testimony, oral and docu¬
mentary, comprises more than twenty-two hundred
pages of print. The sources of information arc ex¬

hausted. The testimony is conflicting. It could
hardly have been expected to be otherwise, as com¬

paratively few witnesses were examined who did
not appear more or less in the character of parti¬
sans. The committee submit, first, that no mon¬
strous abuse has been discovered In connection
with

TUB "GENERAL OROER" BUSINESS,
unless It be the misrepresentation, not to say the
mendacity, which has been plied upon it. The com¬
mittee say that Mr. Murphy was appointed by Presi¬
dent Grant, whoso appointments have been habitu¬
ally somewhat distasteful to tlie democratic party.
Mr. Murphy's own appointment proved distasteful
to a portion of the republican party, and so it hap¬
pened, perhaps not very logically, but not very un¬

naturally, that Messrs. Leet and Stocking fell heirs
to all the malice which the cupidity, the wealth or
the influence of two great trading companies oould
engender, as well as that the enemleB of Thomas
Murphy, the President and tho republican party
could Inspire. A storm of obloquy and reproach
burst upon their head. In September, 1870,

MESSRS. LEET AND STOCKING
were quite unknown to fame. In twenty months
they acquired a notoriety never by the greatest
genius and only rarely by the greatest heroes or

greatest criminals achieved in so brief a period.
Twenty months ago it is probable that these young
men had but seldom seen either of their own names
In the newspapers. There are now probably but
few names more widely known to tho readers of
American newspapers than those or Leet and
Stocking. There is not in the testimony or out¬
side of It the faintest suggestion that Colonel
Leet was Indebted to any khid of favoritism,
political or personal, for his employment on the
stall' of General Urant. The President, In his letter
to Grinneii, merely attested the lltness or Colonel
Leet for business. He did not ask any appointment
for him. still less did he ask for any snare of the
general order business. The fact of preferment In
the case of Leet upon the ground of personal merit
is too well attested to be denied, even though that
theory should be exploded by It. Rumor (perhaps
it should be said scandal) has pointed to Oeueral
Horace i'orter and to General Rabcock as the par¬
ties likely to be interested with Leet, and by whom
he was

UPHELD IN THE FAVOR OK MR. GRINNRI.Ii.
The testimony wholly Calls to disclose any founda¬

tion for such a suspicion ; on the contrary, It proves
as conclusively as human testimony can Drove any¬
thing that neither Porter nor Rabcoclr had any In¬
terest whatever with Leet. The committee cannot
accept the avowed belief of Mr. Greeley and Mr.
Mudgett against the testimony of Porter, Rabcock,
Stocking and GrlnnplL It seems altogether more
rational to conclude that Mr. Greeley or even Mr.
Mudgett was mistaken in an opinion borrowed only
from the

SCANDAL OP A GRBAT BRAWLINO CITY
than that Leet, stocking, Porter, Rabcock, Murphy
and Grlnnell have committed wilful perjury. Gen¬
eral Porter and General Rabcock must stand ac¬
quitted of all participation in the profits of sharing
In unclaimed goods. Colonel Leet and Mr. Stocking
must stand acquitted of all blame for seeking that
trust, as well as for accepting It when assigned to
them. It is evident merchandise has been very
secure in the store of Leet and Stocking. Heavy
losses have at tjmea occurred to goods in other
buildings, but the evidence does not war¬
rant tho conclusion that of aU the millions
in value which have passed through the stores of
Leet k, Stockiug not a dollar has been lost from
them. In the Judgment of the committee, for the
reasons they give, the government ought not to
permit

TUB STEAMSHIP COMPANIES TO HAVB CONTROL
of the general order stores under the present ware¬
house system. The government demands and
should have double security for the payment of Its
duties, first, the possession of the goods, to be re¬
sorted to if not lost or destroyed ; and, second, a
bond of the Importer, to be resorted to if the goods
are lost or destroyed.
There is no evidence of presents having been ten¬

dered to or accepted by officers of the Custom
House from their subordinates, and no evidence of
preferencj given to one of such subordinates over
the others in the discharge or steamships. A good
deal of testimony was submitted on

TIIK SUBJECT OK BRIBES AND PRESENTS
to officers connected with the Customs. That tes¬
timony only made clear one fact, that there was
no necessity nor any apology for ever making snch
presents. It was in evidence by tho agents,who confess to making such payments,
tnat the present Secretary of the Treasury
made an effort to abolish that practice. He sent
an agent to New York to investigate the practlco,
and he issued a circular prohibiting all such pay¬
ments, but in spite ol the kuown wishes of the
Secretary and of his known commands the practice
evidently has continued. The testimony shows
pretty clearly the practice would not be condemned
by good morals if it were not condemned by law:
that the money Is paid,

NOT TO 8ECURE A VIOLATION OK LAW,
but as a compensation for services rendered In ad¬
dition to the services required by law. The usage
is not of recent date, but has como down from a
former generation, with reference to connivance
on the part of the officers of the Custom House at
frauds or irregular practices in passing the baggage
of traders, the testimony left but little reason to
doubt that tho officers formerly In the service of
the Custom House had permitted baggage to pass
without the payment of duty and had received a
consideration for doing so. The testimony gives
some grounds for believing that

OFFICEK8 STILL IN THE CUSTOM HOUSB
service are guilty of irregularpractlces in passingthe baggage of passengers. Tne committee regretto find in the testimony too much assurance that
articles of merchandise are occasionally abstracted
while under control of officers of tue customs.
There Is no evidence that any such abstracted
goods are ever returned, nor is there any evidence
that there has been any failure to dismiss officers
when detected in snch practice. Such abstractions
are not so heavy as to be very damaging, but arc so
lrequent as to be very annoying. They are the
more scandalous because they indicate

8H(KTLES3NE33 MORE THAN GUILT.
Men seem to be betrayed into snch abstractions

not so much by a sense of cupidity as by a sense of
impunity. The committee suggest that unclaimed
goods should be received at the pier by the general
order man and bv him carted to the warchouso,
and when ordered to the public stores should be
delivered to the contractor.

COMPROMISES.
The committee say It would seem the revenues

mnst have profited, rather than have lost, by com¬
promises. It does not appear tho officers of the
Customs derived any pecuniary benefit from these
compromises, except In tho way of such moieties as
the law awards to them. It is not denied, but ad¬
mitted, that officers or the customs, many of them,attend political conventions, nnd that they have al¬
ways done so. It Is not admitted, nor is it averred,
that the emplor<?s are drafted Into that eervlce. On
the contrary Mr. Cornell, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Laflln
and Mr. O'Rclrne stated that In 1871 efforts were
made to discourage the attendance or officers at the
Convention. It Is very positively denied that the
attendance of cuatomn omcers upon conventions of
late years is greater than It formerly was. The com¬
mittee feel compelled to relect Mr. Greeley's view of

THE INFLUENCE OK THE CU8T0M HOUSR
over the politics of New York. If that view does
not distort the charscter of the Custom House
officlsls It must dishonor the people of New York.
It does not seem at all probable that the people
of New York are made of that clay which a lew
weighers from the Custom Houso can fashion into
such vessels aa they plcarfd. The committee can
entertain no doubt (hat In the ftxbertence of pofiti-cal parties, aa In that of religious denominations,mOfier is Sometimes needed. Tnere can be no doubt
that the members of the party, as well as mem¬
bers of tho Church, are olten asked to contribute
to such needs. The committee see no reason why
those who draw salaries may not as properly

BB INVITED TO CONTRIBUTE
aa thoee who do not. They have no serlons appre¬hension that either the members of the republicanparty or the members of any Christian Church will
often contribute beyond their ability or beyond the
requirements of the public good; and when It shall
appear that a deserving officer shall be dismissed

i iflrvLc.e .
government or a worth? member

shall be dismissed the service of the Church for not
submitting to an unreasonable exaction it will be
time enough to restrain such contributions. It Is
proper to add that from the testimony It would ap-
pear that all the collections are made either lor dis¬
bursement out of tho State or for the aid of cam¬
paigns organized within tho State, and not to control
primary meetings or the election of delegates.

THB REAL BONE OK CONTENTION.
A specific Charge urged emrtnat the politicalaction of the Now York Custom House is that its

patronaot if controlled la the Interest of a faction

In the republican party. Political events which
i have transpired since that cnarge was made have

gone far to refute it. So far as la known to the
committee every individual who urged that accusa¬
tion la now arrayed In epen opposition to the re¬
publican party. There la no longer any known
faction In the republican party. It la not yet quite
certain whether those who in January lust aspireil
to thut character are now a party by tueuutelvea or
are only

A FACTION OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTS'.
But In January last and later It was asserted by

Mr. Greeley, Mr. Wliitelaw Held, Mr. Van Cleft and
others that the employlB of the New York Custom
House were habitually removed because they ad¬
hered to the so culled Kenton faction, or to make
room for the adherents of the so-called Conkllng
faction. .1 .-v.

. ; GOING TO TAMMANY. A.ThA committee report the result of tli<5
mony in regard to these removals, saying, amongother things, that a number of persona who -were
removed from the custom House wero subse¬
quently provided with places under the city gov¬
ernment, under vhe influence of Tammany.The report coucludeB as follows:.The Instruc¬
tions of tills committee seem to ho limited to the
taking of testimony and reported facts. It la per¬
haps hardly authorized to suggest changes In the
custom service. The committee feel also that much
of the testimony submitted is of a kiud too partial
and partisan to be the foundation of well considered
reform. n»e committee, cannot, however, refrain
lrom culling attention to the very valuable sugges¬
tions contained In the report submitted to the
New York Chamber of Commeroe by a committee,
of which Hon. K. N. Conkllng was chairman. Some
of the recommendations contained In that paper
the committee would not be Inclined to approve.
We are not satisfied that It would be wise to ex¬
empt the merchant from giving bonds for the
duties on his warehoused goods, or to remit the
Interest on goods which have been in the ware¬
house for a year, but this committee concurs In the

j suggestion of a commission to be appointed by the
I Secretary or the Treasury

TO REVISE THE WHOLE SKRVTCB
I and remodol it so far aa shall be found necessary.

From the investigation by such a commission re-
forum might be confidently expected which coald
not be rationally hoped lor from the inquiry re¬
ferred to this committee. When such an inves¬
tigation is had it is believed that all the questions
raised touching compromises, the seizure of
goods, the. seizure of vessels, the seizure
of books and papers, the sale of un¬
claimed goods, damage allowances, tho extra re¬
turns of weighers, night permits, the extension of
time for paying unties to the cashier, the liability
of warehousemen for goods lost from their custody
and tho propriety of Custom House oaths may be
satisfactorily adjusted; but, without w.nting for
such investigation, the committee venture two re¬
commendations:.
MOIETIES SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO OFFICERS

of the customs, except lit the case of a smuggled
goods seizure. It Is the duty or those officers to
assess and collect the duties on Imposts. It is
their business not to permit any frauds upon the
revenue.
Attempts will be made to introduce merchandise

upon our markets without payment or duty at all.
Whoever defeats an attempt at smuggling should
be allowed at least one-half or tho net proceeds or
the goodB condemned. Hut when goods are entered
at the Custom Honso th-ro should be no
cheating In quantities or values. It is the
duty or the ofllcers ot customs to prevent that.
Their salaries should bo adequate to all the labor
they perform and ull the responsibility they assume.
Htiil, In spite of dlllg'HCo and fidelity, they will be
sometimes circumvented. Hut

THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD NOT BRINK THEM
to be defrauded by holding up to them great fortunes
for detecting the frauds. The husbandman who
pays his harvester a meagre salary for gather¬
ing grain, but oirers him one-half for
gleaning all that his own rake passes over,should not be surprised to learn that his servant
rakes slovenly. It, in spit" or all the vigilance and
fidelity that can be secured In the Custom House,
frauds arc perpetrated other agents of tho govern¬
ment should be stimulated to ferret them out and
expose them : and ir they do not always uncover
their heads while Investigating such alleged .frauds,
as It Is complained some of the sp( clal ngi'iits of the
Treasury do not, It Is better, probably, to tolerate
even that outrage upon good muiuicrs rather than
allow the frauds to go unpunished.

ASSISTANT API'HAISKRS AND EXAMINERS
In the public stores should be experts. That Is
manifest. It is quite as manifest that to be experts
they not only must have studied, but they must not
cease to study. The longer they practice their pro¬
fession the more expert they will become. In order
to adjust tho values of many commodities
Imported a lire timo of study Is none too
much; and It Is unquestionably true that every
year added to one's experience adds to his
competency. They should be appointed only upon
full written and recorded proof of unexceptionable
character and of a certain acquaintance with the
commodities which they are call;d upon to ap¬
praise. When appointed they should have a salary
adequate to their support, and they should be con¬
tinued In otllce until convicted of misconduct or
until mentally or physically disabled.

THE GRAND LODGE OF FREEMASONS.
The Grand Lodge of Masons of this State opened

yesterday afternoon, at two o'clock, the M. W.
Grand Master presiding. The following Grand
Officers were In their places Right Worshipful
Christopher G. Fox, Deputy Grand Master; Edmund
L. Judson and James W. Hunted, Grand Wardens;
John W. Simons, Grand Treasurer ; James M. Austin,
M. D., Grand Secretary ; Right Worshipful and Revs.
R. L. Schoonmaker, Ferdinand C. Ewer and John
G. Webster, Grand Chaplains; General Charles
Roome, Grand Marshal; Cornelius Essel-
styn, Grand Standard Bearer; William R.
Brown, Grand Sword Bearer; Philip Merkle,
Joseph Koch, De W. Tallcott and Isaac II. Brown,
Grand Stewards; John D. ServlsB and Charles E.
Young, Grand Deacons; Worshipful Johnston Foun¬
tain, Grand Pursuivant; Worshlpfhl John Hoole,
Grand Tiler, and Right Worshipful George II. Ray¬
mond, Grand Lecturer, together with twenty-seven
District Deputy Grand Masters and Past Grand
Masters Jenkinson, Johnston, Gibson. Evans, Lewis.
Phillips, and Past Deputy Grand Masters Macoy ana
several other Past Grand Officers.
The procession entered, preceded by the Grand

Marshul, the entire body standing to receive them,
while trio organ played a march. The Grand
Honors were then given, the Grand Marshal givingthe tlinc, when the officers repaired to their several
stations.
The Right Worshipful and Rev. R. L. Behook-

maker then offered "The Lord's Prayer," the whole
body responding, "So mote It be."
The Grand Marshal then proclaimed the Grand

Lodge open In ample form.
GRAND MASTER'S ADDRESO.

The Grand Master then delivered his address.
The Grand Secretary then submitted his annual

report, showing the total cash received to be
$63,408 33, of wluch $61,470 58 wus from lodge dues.
Nino dispensations for new lodges were granted,
as follows:.Iroquois, Essex, Essex county;
Wlelnnd, Morrlsaula; Hobasco, Ithaca; Orion,
Brooklyn; Adonal, Highland, Ulster county;
Acanthus, Brooklyn, Kings county; Plsgaii,
Grnnvillo, Jefferson count v; Jerusalem Temple,
Cornwall, Orange county; Get mania, of Rochester,
Mouroe county. Number of lodges paying dues,
631; initiations during the year, 6,142; affiliations,
812; total, fi,064. Demit ted, 1,760; expelled, 65:
suspended, «4; stricken from roll for non-payment
of dues, z, 226; restored to membership, 862; died,
857; total in good standing, 77,079. Eighteen lodgesbecame incorporate under the general law within
the year.
The Grand Treasitrer reported as follows:.

Balance last year, $3,632 40 ; received from Grand
Secretary, $63,404 33; Interest on deposits, $287 67;
total, $67,324 40; expenses, $00,380 78; balance,
$3,632 40; leaving $ioo to meet an appropriationnot paid and $25,439 61 sinco received from Grand
See t*6 tary.
The report of the Trustees of tho Hall and Asylum

Fund was then read by the Grand Secretary. It
showed that the Right Worshipful Isaac U. Brown
(sexton of Grace Church) had made large collec¬
tions In aid of the fund, Including $1,835, the pro¬ceeds of a musical entertainment, the wnolo
amounting to $2,741. The announcement was re¬
ceived with Immense applanse. Total received,
$258,981 21 ; paid out, $261,000. Debt, $50,000 to
Union Trust Company and $146,600 in bonds.

BLECTION OK GRAND OFFICER*.
On motion or Right Worshipful William Sinclair,

amended by Worshipful Levi J. Isaacs, the election
of Grand officers was made the special order for
Thursday, at 10 A. M.

STAND INO COMMITTEES.
Oriem rices..Right Worshipful Samuel Jon.,

John D. Lewis, John L. Staats, Jr., William A.
lirodle, Stephen S. Marshall, Worshipful George
Babcock.
Finance..Right Worshipful Edward L. Judson,

Charles E. l'oung, Jolin Cowdrey, Robert il.
Thomas, John 0. Hoak.
Constitution..R. W. A. T. Goodwin, John A. Fos¬

ter, A. E. Suffein, W. John P. P. White, William P.
Durant.
Charity..R. W. John W. SimoTis, R. W. Philip

Merkle, Joseph Koch, Daniel W, Tallcott, Isaac IL
Browne.
Appeals..R. W. Andrew, E. Suffern, M. Van Val-

kenburgh, Bolivar Ellis, John B. Manning, Thomas
L. Iliggins.

Unfinished Business..W. Alexander Hays, Nor¬
man J. Baker, George Essclstyne.
Work and Lectures..Right Worshipful Elwood

E. Thorne, Worshipful Henry D. Walker. Right Wor¬
shipful Aug. C. Gregory, M. D. ; Worshipful Albert
Parker, Gideon W. scofleld, George A. Smith.
Credentials..Right Worshipful James M. Austin,

M. D. : George Van Vlcct, Worshipful William Hhaw.
Jurisprudence..Most Worshlpnil James Gibson,

Joseph D. Evans, John J. Crane, Stepheu H. John¬
son; Right Worshipful Christ. G. Fox, Cornelius
EBselstyn, Daniel W. Talcott.
Warrants..Right Worshipful George Van Meet,Isaac Teichman, James W. Hunted, Worshipful

Horace M. Uari. es, Charles B. Hand, George Davis,
John D. Williams, Right Worshipful L. A. Waldo,Worshipful Wm. C. Zlmmermnnn, Right Worshipful
Charles H. Wade, Worshipful Edwin M. Hamilton.
Worshipful Wm. A. Fish.
Exemplification of work..'The twenty-seven Dis¬

trict Deputy Grand Masters.
The Grand Lodge was called off till nine o'clock

tids morning

the tammany biro.

Tweed, Connolly, Ingersoll
and Fields.

Charles O'Cenor'i Spirited Address for the Prose*
cution.Judge Hogebeom's Close Question¬

ing.To Whom Does the Money Be¬
long, end if (Mlected What Will

Become of It f.The Formal
Demurrer by Curtis. -

*"*'¦ '-** "

ALBANY, JUDO 4, 1873.
The Court met at half-pust ten o'clock. Mr.

O'Conor resumed his argument, behaving discussed
only the first point yesterday. As to Tweed being
culpable in the matter of the division of the money,
be said that he ought to have said it was In evl-
denoe that these moneys were reoelved and divided
(Tom day to day, and that it was all embraced in
the conspiracy. He did not know as ho had said
this yesterday, but he should have done so, and
would now dismiss further allusion to that point.
He then proceeded to say that it was the common
resort of the defendants to put in demurrers, and it
was not surprising that It should be put in here ;
therefore he claimed that it should not be received
with any special favor. He said these
moneys belonged to the public.and he used the
word public In its broadest sense.and the
offence was against the people of the whole State-
not alone those who would be obliged to make up
the stolen amount, but all the people. Besides,
there were many who owned the property taxed to
roakoupthls money who did not Uve tnthoclty;
many of them never saw the city, and perhaps
never would see It. This was the case, and tho
question as to who should prosecute for the recov¬
ery of this lll-gottcri money was mereiy ono of prac¬
tice or procedure. He then read from an act pro¬
viding for an auditing board, and said it was like
letters testamentary. The old Board of Supervisors
was abolished and a new Board appointed;
but tho President of the old Board, who
was Tweed, was made a member of the
Board of Audit, which was to consist of the Mayor,
Comptroller and President of the then Board of Su¬
pervisors. Tims tho Board of Supervisors was a
new special commission to ascertain the indebt¬
edness of the city and county, to Issue bonds and to
levy a tax to pay tho bonds.

TUB INJUItKD rARTIKS.
"Now," said he, "I am called upon to Bay who by

reason of tho injuries happening by tho malversa¬
tion are the parties Injured. Why, nobody but
those who are to be taxed; and would like to
know who represents thom. It has been decided
fully and clearly that a taxpayer cannot bring an
action to protect himself from taxation.
Somebody else must sue for him, or else
there would bo no end to lawsuits. Thoro would
be millions of taxpayers to bring suits. The JBoard
of Supervisors, under tho act, have nothing to do
with this money further than to specify how It
shnll be assessed. The money is to be collected
aiul jiald over to a specified officer. The Super¬
visors have nothing to do with spending it. They
are therefore In no sense the representatives of the
people. There were a number of decisions by the
courts denying that these local bodl"B represented
the Individual citizens. Therefore wo find citizens
cannot come Into court as taxpayers, neither can
the Board of supervisors coino in as their repre-
sentatlvi b."

TO WHO* DID TC1S MONEY BKLONO?
He then cal.ed the atteutlon of the Court to tho

question whether this money belonged to the city
or county of Now York. These bonds, ho said, were
not Issued by the Board of Supervisors uor any other
officers representing the city and county of New
York. They were made by certain specified officials
designated by the act of the Legislature. Then who
did the money belong tot Why, to the state or the
Individual bondholders. The money was uot raised
by tho city or county, nor by any of tho offi¬
cers of either. It was raised by the coercive power
of the State Legislature In the passage of an
act providing the requisite machinery for the pur-
Pobo. Ho declared the suits commenced by the Cor¬
poration Counsel for the recovery oi thcBO moneyswere collusive with this roguery, as it was certain
he could not recovcr, for the very reason that this
money does uot belong either to the city or the
oounty. "

AN ANALOGY.
It la claimed that New York, which Is only a smallsectlo»V the State, being the Injured party, only

conld I)ilng these suits. Why, said he, yon might
as well Bay m the easo of man who has a lug cut off
by tho railroad down here that It Is the leg only
which can bring a suit for damages. It was the leg
thai was damaged, not the man ; the man Is the
whole, and it was only the part Injured.
Judge Hogeboom Inquired of the counsel if the

State received thiB money what would It do with
"

Mr. O'Conor said undoubtedly It wonld do with
Jt what was right and proper, and that It was un¬
necessary for us here to Inquire Into this matter.
Judge ilogeboom.That Is true ; but would It not

be possible to get this money back to the tax¬
payers In some way, say in lessening the taxes T
Mr. O'Conor.Yes, sir.
Judge Ilogeboom.Then the Board of Supervisors,

as representatives of the county, would be the ones
to do this, they being the most appropriate trustees
of the affairs of the people.
Mr. O'Conor replied to this that the course would

bo long and tedious.
Judge Hogeboom then referred to the proceed¬

ings instituted by the local authorities, and called
attention to the criticism of the Intention and the
motive of the proceedings.

TUB OtTY OP TIIK STATU.
Mr. O'Conor then spoko with much warmth of the

duty of tho State to step In and act In behalf of the
people when their rights and interests are being
overborne and trodden under loot by corrupt
officials. It was the State's duty to represent all
unrepresented Interests. Tliecoonnel then reivd nls
point at length cove) ing this branch of Ids argument,
which was that the real and Immediate ones to be
injured were thoso unknown persons who were to
be the taxpayers when tho money Is raised to make
good this stolen money. It was. after all, the tax¬
payers, and thoso to be such in tho future, and at
this time unknown, who were to be the sufferers
by this roguery. It was not the Corporation autho¬
rities of New York city or county. Therefore it be¬
came the duty of the State, representing the peo¬
ple.the taxpayers.to tako the part of protector.
Counsel detailed the history of the or¬
ganization of the city and county or
New York to show that there was
no such thing as a county government as In other
counties; that the Board ofSupervisors was merely

a tax-levying commission, appointed for that pur¬
pose only, and it has been conceded that they could
not be sued as boards of supervisors in other coun¬
ties arc snablc. Therefore we llnd no suits brought
against them. They had no treasury. But during
the existence of this Board, for tho purpose of
carrying out the schemes of

THB KINO OF PLUNDERERS,
Its powers and duties were enlarged, and William
M. Tweed was made Its President. The minuteB of
this Board for 1868 made a book of 1,400 pages, and
there was a very large number printed, more than
was over wanted; but It made-a very nice Job for
their printer. "But," he said, "during this.what he
would call middle age.the Board of Supervisors
was no} a corporate entity. Now, h®*over, since
1870 tffs Board has been put back to what it origl-
naiiy was, and still It has functions which entitle It
to being a representative body." Ho de¬
nied tbnt the Board of Supervisors of New York
had now or ever had vested In it powers or duties
such as are vested in other boards of supervisors.
Ho referred to this to flhow that at the time of this
robbery there was no local governing body In the
city and county of New York. The connse then
proceeded nt some length to point out tho relation
of municipal corporations with the State, to show
that such corporations possessed no property what¬
ever in their own right. These corporations were
mere civil divisions of the State, and go
to make np tho State, which Is a superior
organization. The counsel, In reply to the claim
that two suits have been brought by different par¬
ties for the same purpose In this case, said that wafl
nothing. Now coses of this sort were numerous,
ami tho fact was never in one ease pleaded In tho
bar of the other case. For Instance, his agent
could bring a suit to redress a wrong or Injury, and
he could do the same at the same time.

D. P. FIELD FOR TIIK DBKBNCB.
Ilere Mr. O'Conor concludcd, and David Dudley

Field followed, sustaining the demurwr. He
commenced by saying there were tbreo point*
presented. First, Is there a cause of
action here r Second, if there be, Is
that causo of action In favor of the
people of the State ? third, if In favor of the people
of the State, can tho counsel Ignore the city and
county of New York f Now, he had listened atten¬
tively to the argument of tbe counsel, but failed to
bear him say what this cause of action was. If It
was malfeasance in office then no action would lie.
The duties of Tweed were official. This action was
left to his Judgment, and if ho erred or did wrong
where was tbe authority for an action T A defend¬
ant might aa well bring an action against a Judge
for deciding a case against him. Now, the nexi

point is, can the people bring soli for
the recovery of this money t Four

1)ybeen brought to recover this very ."' .h/l^ andthe State, one by a taxpayer, onebythe city
one by tho county. It was true more t"a« v»
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aiguecl this point at soma length, and also sus
tn&cd the demurrer to the right of the Attornlv.'
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simply iuteiiiled to deny that thu Htato has any'
cumo of action nxaiiiHt the city. The counsel for
the city and county of New York will, at no distant
time, avail thrmxolvcs of the opportunity afforded oy
sevral actions now pending In the Klrst Judicial district*
in behalf of both the city and county, airalnat other <lo<
lenclmitii to inake known their views respecting the ex-'
elusive rirtlit o» the city and county to receive moaey that'
bus been fraudulently abstracted from the public funds of
either of those boilie*. In the present action we do nok
wl*h to be heard upon Uiatiiuestion. If it shull t>c arguetfi
or claimed on the part of the Attorney Oeuerai thai
the demurrer of the city admits the allega¬
tion of collusion and complicity between the de¬
fendant Klelds and tlio ('orpoiation or any
ofits officers we huve only to remind counsel that noth¬
ing is adinltud )>y tlie demurrer that was not well'
pleaded. It Is denied that the alleged collusion or con¬
nivance Is well pit Sded. The existence or non existence!
ol the tact of such collusion or conn!r.tnce docs not udd t<2
or detract t'roin the right of the people to maintain this
action against the de en'liint Fields. We have there¬
fore, according to the settled rules of pleading, 4
rixlit now and Iiereafti'r, under this demurrer, and after.
It shall have been disposed of, to deny, as we do now ex¬
plicitly deny, the truth of the allegation in this behail
mud*' In complaint, reserving to ourselves the right here-'
after to move to strike this allegation from the complaint
If we shall be so advised. We submit the demurrer of tha
clly to the Court without further comment

KICMARI) O'UOK.M A ,V, Counsel to the Corporation.
GBORUB TICKNOR OUKTIH, ) .

JOHN K. PORTER, j A*od»t« ConnseL

GOVERNOR HOFFMAH.
How He Intend* to Trent the Abusive

Attack* Recently Mnde Upon Itlm.
Ai.bany, N. Y., June 4, 1872.

Governor Hoffman, on being interrogated aa ta
tho attacks made upon him oy a aally paper Id
New York city, said that, having been twice elected!
Recorder of the city, the last time almost unani¬
mously, and having been twice elected Major ot
the city, the last time by an nnprecented majority,/
and twice elected as Governor, the last time by a
largely-lncrcased majority, and his oinelal char-,
actor and Integrity never having been questioned*
he docs not believe It necessary to answer attacks
made upon lilm on the eve of an exciting Presi¬
dential campaign. The Governor left Albany to*
day on an otUcial visit to Clinton Prison.

NORMAL COLLEGE.
Examination of Students tor Admission.
The examination of young ladies for admission

into the Normal College began Monday, and wai
terminated yesterday. Although tho young ladle*
are now required to be older, and the grade o£
scholarship has been rrtlicd, tliorfc wer© about ionhumlred and flttv appli^'o'^ Tl.elr attainments.,
seem to have increased with the new demand, af
Pre" dent Hunter says that the beauty and ac¬

curacy of their work is unprecedented, and shown
verv careful training. On Monday they were ex-!
amincd in arithmetic and algebra, and yesterday Ing.motry, grammar, spelling and reading. The re-t
suit of the examination will be communicated U»
tije students next Saturday.

THE NEW TOBK HI8T0EI0AL SOCIETY.
4The New York Historical Society held a state,

meeting at the library, corner of Second arenas
and Eleventh street, last evening. The announce-)
mrnt of the death of two old and rained member*-*
George T. Trimble and John David Wolff.wt^
made and appropriate resolutions of comto-
lencc parsed. Rev. Dr. Potter, on behalf of several
donors, of which Mr. Wolif was one, presented
the society with a watch which orlgiually beiongee
to Colonel Thomas Johnson, of Maryland, and wai
presented to him by Genersl George Washington
alter which Dr. F. H. O'Callaglian read a payor oi
"The First Public Library in Now York." lie sali
it was in the tlrst City Hall, coi ner of Wall and N
nan streets, and was a bequest from IV) v. JyUu *

llngton, au Enullsh clenrvmau.


